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ABSTRACT BY IWW ENVIRONMENTAL 
COMMITTEE 
The scientific consensus is clear. Climate change is happening. It is happening 
now and it’s impacts are only going to get worse. 
Climate change is not a stand alone issue, it affects and exacerbates all of 
the existing inequalities and exploitations within our society. In our struggle 
to fight against climate change we stand shoulder to shoulder with those 
fighting against racism, sexism and colonialism inherent within global 
capitalism.
Climate change will not be solved through individual lifestyle changes. Just 
100 companies are responsible for 71% of all industrial greenhouse gas 
emissions. To tackle climate change therefore we must challenge the power 
of these companies and the governments that support them. 
Simply shifting the concentration of wealth to other so-called “sustainable 
industries” will not change the over-consumptive and self destructive drive 
of capitalism that has caused climate change and the mass extinction of 
species. Nor will it remove the ability of those with wealth to buy political 
power and get away with their planet killing practices. 
Whilst increasingly the global economy is becoming an automated and  
auto-managed machine, labour still has power. The current economic system 
depends on the participation of a large labour force for both the extraction 
of natural resources and to perpetuate the unsustainable cycle of global 
consumption.
History has demonstrated that when a significant amount of the labour force 
organises for industrial action they can bring the bosses to the negotiating 
table and extract real gains for the workers. Likewise the environmental 
movement has demonstrated that community-led organising and direct 
resistance to natural exploitation can successfully defend ecological and 
social justice. 
By bringing these two movements together, ending our self-destructive 
participation in the techno-industrial complex and resisting the capitalist 
economics of infinite growth we can change the current system and prevent 
global environmental catastrophe. 
Earth Strike is therefore uniting the green and red by building for a global 
general climate strike. The IWW Environmental Committee recognises the 
huge importance of this initiative and will play it’s part to support it.

JOIN US!
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Earth Strike is an international grassroots movement that demands action 
against climate change from governments and corporations through the 
tactic of a global general strike. Our planet urgently requires this action to 
protect it from the impacts of human activity both now and in the future. We 
recognise that the most severe impacts of global warming affect the working 
class and poorest people. We are calling on everyone who identifies with 
those groups, to band together and use our collective power as the majority, 
to hold to account the industries and governments that continue to exploit 
the Earth’s bounties for their own gains, at the expense of our enduring 
existence. Our first climate strikes were held on September 20th and 27th, 
2019. These two protests mobilized over 7.5 million people around the world 
and served as a call to action for climate justice. This is just the start. It is 
time to get organized!
Earth Strike is horizontally organized, decentralized, and is divided into 
chapters on the international, national, and municipal levels. Local chapters 
serve to better address the issues within specific areas so that we can take 
the concerns of many regions into account. Each chapter is an autonomous 
group of community members, united under the Earth Strike banner and its 
principles. 
We understand that the institutions of production are not adequately 
regulated by those in power. Therefore, we do not accept that the negligible 
impacts of personal lifestyle choices are the main cause of our failing planet. 
Our principles are those of compassion and concern for all because climate 
change affects us all. It is for this reason that we value a wide range of 
tactics, and we recognise we will only move forward by reaching out to and 
collaborating with many local organizations who share the goal of creating a 
better life for our communities.

AN INTRODUCTION TO EARTH STRIKE 
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Climate change is the phenomenon in which the average global temperature 
of Earth rises. The science is clear: these dramatic changes are due to human 
activity and the way that particular industries have conducted production, 
agriculture, and transportation, especially in the last half-century.
It is largely through the burning of fossil fuels, deforestation, and 
unsustainable livestock farming practices that emissions have steadily 
risen and have gotten to a point where the Earth is a full degree warmer on 
average than it was before the industrial age.[2] Organic matter and fossils 
fuels such as coal, natural gas, and oil all produce carbon dioxide when 
burned. Deforestation inhibits carbon sequestration and the natural flow of 
the carbon cycle. Because of this, not only is carbon dioxide released when 
trees are burned to make way for large scale agriculture and the colonization 
of Indigenous lands, but additionally the planet loses its ability to counteract 
the carbon emissions, not to mention the millions of species losing their 
homes.
To many, a single degree may not seem like a great deal, but keep in mind 
that the change between the last ice age (where massive glaciers covered 
the Earth) to the temperature range we know today is only a four degree 
difference in average temperature. A single degree or even two degrees 
means a lot for our world and communities. We are already starting to see 
the effects today, and we know that there is more to come if we don’t curb 
our emissions.
The primary cause of the climate change phenomenon is the release of 
greenhouse gases (GHGs), particularly carbon dioxide, methane, and nitrous 
oxide, into the atmosphere. When sunlight enters the atmosphere it is trapped 
beneath the insulation of GHGs and the heat remains absorbed within the 
atmosphere, soil, and everything on the planet, thereby warming the earth. 
Greenhouses gases do exist in the atmosphere without human intervention 
and industries and have a tendency to fluctuate. People and animals alike 
emit carbon dioxide with every exhalation, so when one looks at climate 
and GHG data, it is important to compare to the pre-industrial averages for 
temperatures and emissions.
Before the industrial revolution and the transition to large scale cattle 
farming, scientists estimate there was an average of about 280 parts per 
million units of carbon dioxide in the atmosphere [11], while the most recent 
official measurement of January 2019 recorded levels of 410 parts per 
million.[10] The concentration of methane, in large part due to the massive 
rise of factory farming and specifically feeding cattle corn diets, has more 
than doubled since industrialization.[1] Feeding this rise in concentrations of 
atmospheric greenhouse gases is ever-increasing fossil fuel use - 

CLIMATE CHANGE AND THE IMPACTS 
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— after three years of stable carbon dioxide emissions worldwide, total 
annual emissions of carbon dioxide grew by 1.6% in 2017 to 36.2 Gt (billion 
tonnes), and are expected to grow a further 2.7% in 2018 to a record 37.1 ± 2 
Gt CO2 (Le Quéré et al 2018b)[6].

In November of 2018, the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC), 
the world’s leading authority in climate science, issued a report stating that 
we have until 2030 to prevent an increase in average temperature of 1.5° 
C. After 1.5° C conditions will become completely irreversible and after an 
increase of 2° C, the planet becomes virtually unlivable for humans and many 
other species. This is not much time at all, and we must be united globally in 
order to step up to the challenge and solve these problems. To do this we will 
have to slash emissions by about 45 percent by 2030. The IPCC report reads: 

Pathways limiting global warming to 1.5° C with no or limited overshoot 
would require rapid and far-reaching transitions in energy, land, urban 
and infrastructure (including transport and buildings), and industrial 
systems (high confidence). These systems transitions are unprecedented 
in terms of scale, but not necessarily in terms of speed, and imply deep 
emissions reductions in all sectors, a wide portfolio of mitigation options 
and a significant upscaling of investments in those options (medium 
confidence).[3]

These transitions mentioned are required to survive as a species and allow 
ecosystems to restabilise themselves.
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Even as we strive to meet these goals, we are faced with the realities of 
our situation. Climate change is already impacting our daily lives and will 
continue to grow as a threat: it is the biggest existential crisis of our time. 
The impacts of climate change are as varied as the Earth itself. They include 
famine, droughts, floods, heatwaves, hurricanes, wildfires, the spread 
of infectious disease, sea level rise, and and increase in the severity and 
frequency of storms and extreme weather.
Already we have seen many species go extinct, and many of those (especially 
insects) are vital to the functioning of ecosystems everywhere. We’ve seen 
hunger on massive scales because water supplies necessary for irrigation 
are drying up in lakes around the world, especially in the global south.[7] Sea 
levels are rising due to the melting of glaciers and sea ice, and increased 
rainfall is drastically changing ocean currents and the migration patterns 
of many species. Hurricanes Maria, Irma, and even Katrina were a result of 
and exacerbated by changing climate conditions. Hurricanes are caused by 
warm ocean water evaporating into the cooler wind creating clouds of great 
magnitude that become unstable as warm and cold air rapidly circulate 
amongst the growing clouds and thunderstorm. It is easy to image that as 
the average temperature of the ocean increases, these changes will have a 
direct, increasing effect on tropical storms which can often devastate entire 
communities. 
The situation is now truly dire, and without radical action it will only worsen. 
As the Earth warms, mosquitos and bacteria will be able to move into regions 
that were once too cold for them to thrive, spreading diseases such as malaria 
all over the globe. Nearly half of the land surface of the Earth has been 
transformed by human action; more than half of the freshwater sources are 
now put to use by human beings.[7] The species extinction rate approaching 
1000-times the “benchmark” or natural rate. It is now expected that by 2070, 
approximately 30% of all species will be completely extinct. 
From the primordial soup, to the ice age, to now, the planet Earth has gone 
through many changes. We are witnessing one of them, which is in some ways 
exciting. In the past, life has always continued, despite five major extinction 
events in Earth’s history. Life on Earth is resilient, and traditionally organisms 
have been able to migrate to more welcoming environments, and use the 
process of natural selection to adapt to gradually changing environments. 
The issue now is that everything is changing too fast, more rapidly than 
ever before in history; faster than creatures can adapt and migrate as they 
have done in the past. This new mass extinction is entirely the result of a 
rigged economic system that plunders natural resources, hoards wealth, and 
exploits the labour of poor and working people.
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Environmental movements are necessarily intersectional movements with 
an eye towards social justice. Intersectionality is the idea that an individual 
experiences all of their oppressions simultaneously. A black woman is never 
discriminated against merely as a woman or merely as black person but 
always as a black woman. Likewise, the way environmental changes affect 
individuals is dependent on various structural features of that person’s 
individual identity. 
For example, any environmental movement is incomplete without addressing 
aspects of environmental racism. For decades urban planning has been a 
tool of the worst kind of social control, creating segregation and slums. Even 
modern urban planners often use “colour-blind” planning, creating policies 
which harm communities of colour through negligence and allow established 
racial inequalities to persist.  Communities of colour and poor communities 
are also likely to be exposed to a disproportionate amount of hazardous 
waste. For example, the business owners profiting from building chicken 
processing plants or power plants in poor communities are not living in the 
neighbourhoods that have to deal with the waste that plant produces. Often, 
there are legal sanctions in place to allow for the dumping of toxic waste 
and dangerous pollutants into minority communities. These sanctions would 
be prohibited in white, upper-
class communities which have the 
money and social connections to 
fight them, while disadvantaged 
groups have no real recourse to 
protect their communities. 
Another prime example of 
environmental discrimination is 
seen in the continued colonization 
of Indigenous communities in 
the desire for profit from the 
extraction and transportation of 
the Earth’s resources. In places 
such as Standing Rock and the 
Unist’ot’en Camp, people are 
battling for their lives and homes 
against the fossil fuel industry’s 
demand for a pipeline on their 
native, unceded lands. The Maori 

INTERSECTIONALITY OF 
ENVIRONMENTAL ACTION 
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people continually struggle to maintain some sovereignty over their land and 
resources as developers exploit and damage the ecosystems in which they 
make their living. The oppression that Indigenous communities face based 
on the colour of the skin and their heritage is an atrocity, but continues as a 
persistent systematic method of resource extraction for the accumulation of 
capital.
Another group that faces large scale environmental persecution is 
incarcerated people. People in prison are some of the most overlooked when 
it comes to environmental concerns, as they have virtually no rights to fight 
for themselves. In the US, prisons are routinely built on top of old landfills. 
Waste leaks into the water supply, contaminating drinking and bathing 
water.[4] 
During natural disasters like hurricanes (which are becoming more frequent 
and more powerful due to climate change), prisoners are some of the last to 
evacuate, if at all. Many times prisoners have been left for days in flooded 
cells without food while the guards and caretakers evacuate, leaving them 
essentially to die. We cannot ignore the fact that the entire prison-industrial 
complex is built on the backs of racialized communities and the working class. 
People of colour and people with lower incomes and means are incarcerated 
at much higher rates than middle class and wealthy white people.
Similar phenomena happen on international scales. United States citizens 
profit off of the unsustainable production of goods and we often produce 
these goods in countries with more lax environmental legislation. The 
workers in the global south labour to produce goods to be shipped to the 
United States. Inhabitants of the global south will never even be able to own 
most of the products they create, or keep the value they produce, but they 
suffer the most from the negative consequences of such production. Even 
when the US produces its goods domestically, we often ship our hazardous 
waste to the global south. The wealth of the world’s empires is built on labour 
and resources stolen from other countries.
When we analyze the way climate change affects different groups, it is 
imperative we look at the hierarchies based on privilege and wealth. It is 
clear that privileged individuals suffer significantly less from the harm 
of continued exploitation of resources extolls on the environment. When 
privileged individuals are able to evacuate areas harmed by tropical storms, 
access to adequate healthcare and shelter, land, education, immediate aid 
and resources to survive they often remain blind to the fact that people 
have already died and suffered due to changes in the environment and the 
implications of climate change for people who have little. Many have died 
due to respiratory issues caused by climate change, sweltering heat, carbon 
emissions, and a multitude of other climate related complications. It is often 
estimated that climate change is killing over 500,000 people per year, yet, 
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We have seen this through the environment, first with the commodification 
of land and development of the idea of private property that can be bought 
and sold. Now water resources are rapidly becoming more privately owned, 
especially in central and South America, which have been in a water crisis for 
decades due to the privatization by companies like Coca-cola and Nestle. We 
see this again in cap and trade programs as an attempt to mitigate emissions. 
This allows companies to not only buy and sell resources for production but 
also buy and sell the rights to gradually kill us.
Profit, under the capitalist system, is the end goal in itself, regardless of 
whether the work being done is actually useful or beneficial to society as a 
whole. For this reason, we produce significantly more than we need. Humans 
are constantly facing a barrage of marketing that demands constant 
consumption of things faster than they can be replaced, from disposable 
plastics to cigarettes and automobiles. It is this kind of excess that 
exponentially exacerbates these issues of climate change as more and more 
fossil fuels are extracted and burned to fuel the production of these goods. 
This results in a positive feedback loop in that the more people buy, the more 
power they need to run these things, and the more products people need 
to buy to supplement an every changing lifestyle in a society that currently 
fetishizes the disposable and quick-lived.
Another of the major reasons for the ongoing climate crisis is the climate 
change denial plaguing many politicians and leaders worldwide, but 
especially in the United States. Beginning in the 70s, Exxon — a top polluter 
and one half of what is now ExxonMobil — began spending millions of dollars 
launching climate change denial schemes and lobbying politicians. They 
payed scientists to publish research sowing doubt about the impacts and 
causes of global warming, because they knew that if people ever started to 
find out and take this as seriously as it should be taken, regulations would 
start limiting their profits. Exxon Mobil began research on climate change 
and its relation to carbon emissions in the 50s and published a paper in 
1957 detailing the link between fossil fuel use and CO2, and was one of the 
first to do so. Then in the 1970s, James Black (one of Exxon’s researchers) 
released an internal paper detailing the greenhouse effect of gases and 
the dire consequences of continuing emissions. A team of major fossil fuel 
companies, led by Exxon, developed their own task force of industries from 
the American Petroleum Institute to decide how they were going to handle 
the greenhouse effect. Almost immediately things became very quiet. 
Documents and meeting minutes were kept secret, and then Exxon cut its 
funding for climate research by 600%. A new task force was created called 
the Global Climate Coalition, with the primary goal of opposing mandatory 
reductions in Carbon Emissions. They have since been proud advocates 
of climate change denial. In 1997, CEO Lee Raymond told the 15th World 
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“The contradiction between the exploitative organization of society 
and the natural environment is beyond co-optation: the atmosphere, 
the waterways, the soil, and the ecology required for human survival 
are not redeemable by reforms, concessions, or modifications 
of strategic policy. There is no technology that can reproduce 
atmospheric oxygen in sufficient quantities to sustain life on this 
planet. There is no substitute for the hydrological systems of the 
earth. There is no technique for removing massive environmental 
pollution by radioactive isotopes, pesticides, lead, and petroleum 
wastes. Nor is there the faintest evidence that bourgeois society 
will relent at any time in the foreseeable future in its disruption of 
vital ecological processes, in its exploitation of natural resources, 
in its use of the atmosphere and waterways as dumping areas for 
wastes, or in its cancerous mode of urbanization and land use.” — 
Murray Bookchin: Post-Scarcity Anarchism, 1967

Petroleum Conference that climate change wasn’t happening, and even if 
it was, fossil fuels weren’t the cause. Though Exxon is one of the biggest 
players, this situation is not unique. Capitalism values profits over anything 
else, including the safety and well-being of the world, and before we can 
begin to tackle the issues of climate change we must understand that. We 
must ask ourselves: who stands to benefit from our complicity in the system?
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Green capitalism is the idea that market-based solutions from governments 
and private enterprise can solve the issue of man made ecological catastrophe. 
While it presents an attractive and painless way forward for stopping carbon-
induced climate change through existing political structures, it is severely 
limited by the contradictions of environmentalism and capitalism that it 
purports to solve, as well as lacking any challenge to the necessity of natural 
resource extraction our economic production requires to create growth. 
Green capitalism’s weaknesses are the reason for its popularity — the 
failure to challenge capitalism’s relationship to the environment, and its 
belief in gradual individualist action to regulate capitalist exploitation of the 
environment. It lacks any analysis as to how individual actions of the middle 
and working classes might work against the political and propertied classes. 
It believes in utopian ideas that businesses will innovate in the environment’s 
interest instead of innovating to obfuscate and “greenwash” their destructive 
behaviour, and often puts forward an anti-humanist worldview that fails 
to consider human interests as equal to the environment’s interests. 
Proponents of green capitalism rely on good intentions trumping the obvious 
contradiction between keeping an economic system that demands growth at 
all costs and the need to severely reduce our resource use.
Gradual transformation of our economies to counter global warming, as sold 
to us by green capitalism advocates, is insufficient to keep warming below 1.5 
degrees. Deep and immediate cuts to industrial emissions are necessary. If 
those kinds of cuts are made through implementing market-based solutions 
like emissions trading schemes or carbon taxes, a phenomenon called the 
carbon bubble may come into effect—fossil fuel assets would see a crash in 
values, stranding assets and smashing the liquidity of financial markets with 
huge losses to recoup. The impact on the world economy would be larger 
than the Global Financial Crisis, with over $4 trillion USD in fossil fuel assets 
in the firing line.
As we’ve seen, fossil fuel companies and carbon-intensive industries have an 
incredibly powerful incentive to avoid a carbon bubble and preserve business 
as usual. They also have outsized influence on the democratic process via 
their access to governments and ability to advertise whatever message they 
want to sell. This results in ministers and public leaders watering down and 
holding back political efforts to curb their emissions, because they want to 
keep donations coming their way and maintain their future job prospects. 
The conga line of pro-fossil fuel politicians who walk out of parliaments 
into plum board positions and executive roles in fossil fuel companies and 
lobby groups speaks to the powerfully distorting effect of big money upon 
democracy.because these numbers are limited to those often overlooked 
who have little to no voice individually, those in power can ignore a mass 
murder they are ultimately implicated in. Each act of industrialization that 



11

brings us further along climate catastrophe can happen quietly without the 
voices of many rising together in solidarity and struggle. Although most of 
us individually contribute only a tiny amount to climate change compared 
to billionaires and industrial corporations, we all have a responsibility to act 
collectively now in order to end it.
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Al Gore’s movie and book, An Inconvenient Truth, was published in 2006, and 
is said to be the primary motivator and wake-up call of the realities of climate 
change in the last couple decades. While it did serve to open American’s eyes 
to the importance of climate action, it was and is detrimental to actual climate 
action in that it places the blame of climate change and the responsibility 
for change on individual consumers who have little actual power in the 
industrial system. An Inconvenient Truth highlighted calls to action such 
as reducing personal electricity use and using electric cars while politely 
asking politicians to help save our lives. This logic is inherently faulty.
70% of all industrial greenhouse 
gas emissions are produced by 
only 100 companies [5]. These 100 
companies are not accountable to 
the people they are harming and 
continue to operate, degrading 
community health and global 
climate. It is misleading to frame 
climate change as individual 
actions or the fault of humanity 
itself without not only targeting 
these industries, but also the 
capitalist system that props them 
up. There are no individual lifestyle 
changes that our society can make 
in order to mitigate climate change 
to a substantial degree without first 
changing the system that allows — 
and even encourages — destroying 
the life on this planet through profit motive. Many of these lifestyle changes, 
such as switching from driving to biking or installing solar panels, are also 
out of the reach of poorer people, further alienating the working class from 
activism and climate solutions. 
Many companies, particularly those in the agriculture and fossil fuel sectors, 
believe that they have a lot to lose during a transition to a more sustainable 
mode of production and living. When we look to end climate change, we must 
also seek to transition away from the capitalist system, for they are intrinsically 
linked together. The capitalist system constantly requires accumulation of 
wealth to remain viable, forcing price tags into every corner of our lives so 
that capital can continue to expand. Only through threatening the system 
with the withdrawal of labour — which creates surplus value for businesses 

TRUE CAUSES OF CLIMATE CHANGE                
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— can we get the transformative change humanity needs for survival. Mass 
rebellion by working people, through striking and disruption of the economy, 
is the most effective way to get concessions from capitalists — which is why 
it is illegal in many places. We need to rediscover class consciousness and 
recognise that our interests of environmental conservation and maintaining 
a surplus of means of survival for all people on earth, are in direct conflict 
with moneyed interests. They want to maintain their wealth and influence 
within the current status quo, regardless of the impact upon humanity. Only 
by being willing to directly challenge the system — by acting in an anti-
capitalist way — can the green capitalists achieve the transformation they 
want to see.
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Earth Strike is calling on people of the world to strike for climate justice. 
The power of the working class will give strength to the movement, by 
engaging the critical mass of world citizens who earn a wage or salary, to 
force the hand of the ruling classes that determine how our economies and 
societies function.
Economies across the globe depend on people selling their labour to 
produce products, or commodities. Economists since the 13th century have 
recognised this fact — for example, Adam Smith noted it in ‘the Wealth 
of Nations’, David Ricardo put forward theories to explain how the price 
of commodities were linked to the labour commanded to produce those 
commodities, and many later scholars have tried to work out how labour and 
wages can be predicted or accounted for in the exchange value of products.

LABOUR POWER               
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Labour is intrinsic to any economic activity undertaken. Even robots need 
human producers and maintenance workers for when they break; finance 
industry workers need phones and computers along with their own labour. 
The withdrawal of labour stops any economic activity eventually. Sustained 
for long enough, the wealth of the bosses and owners dependent upon the 
profits of their products will run out of money, subsequently losing their 
power over wage earners.
The deleterious effect upon society from shutting down our means of survival 
is obvious. Governments across the world have dissuaded the working 
classes from taking dramatic strike actions by criminalising different kinds 
of strike action, to preserve economic stability in their own interests, and 
that of business owners who require a compliant workforce. The continuing 
attacks upon the rights of worker unions illustrates the fear bosses have of 
the power of workers.
Despite some improvements in the prospects of working class people, wealth 
is more concentrated in the upper echelon of society than at any time for the 
last 100 years and class consciousness seems to be rapidly fading. Massive 
systems of production appear to create more stuff for everyone, but workers 
are worse off, with slipping or stagnant wages and living standards. What 
has the mooted declassification of our communities brought for the majority 
of people? 
In contrast, direct worker action has a rich history of successful improvements 
for society. The banning of child labour, the eight hour work day, the two 
day weekend, the minimum wage, annual leave, and arbitration councils 
for industrial disputes were all won by labour movements. In the context of 
grossly inadequate action by the ruling classes to tackle global warming — 
the most urgent threat to humanity — the same power must be harnessed for 
our collective survival. As such, Earth Strike is an expression of the need for 
climate justice from the vast majority of the world citizenry.
Rediscovering the class consciousness that has been destroyed over the last 
few decades is key to that expression. Young people across the world are 
already engaging in their own strike actions in schools, leading and providing 
inspiration for workers who may have felt previously disempowered from 
individual actions.
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Our Earth Strike movement seeks to connect two historically large and 
powerful movements — the environmental movement and the labour 
movement — into a coalition of people fighting for action to better the world 
we live in. Throughout history, these movements and activists have both 
come together for truly positive change and navigated through difficult 
contentions. In order to unite and fight for the rights of creatures of this 
Earth, we must realize that these contentions are manufactured by a system 
that feeds off our own exploitation when we are not unified. 

One of the major contentions 
between labour and environmental 
organizations first occurred in the 
1970’s, when businesses began to 
see profits in outsourcing labour 
overseas. Many unions and labour 
activists feared for the people they 
represented as industries moved 
overseas and took jobs with them. They 
blamed environmental organizations 
for the shift, based on the idea that 
increased environmental regulations 
on corporations prevented them 
from making the profits the business 
needed to keep hiring employees. 

Unions lashed out against the environmental movement as the fear of losing 
financial security overtook the desire for a clean workplace and natural 
world. Corporations thrived. The unions themselves were actively working to 
decrease environmental protections and give corporations everything they 
need to succeed at the expense of others. While all this was happening on 
the labour side, environmental organizations started to find financial support 
through large donors and wealthy elites, often forgetting their grassroots 
origins and the people that they were fighting for.
There is still anxiety around job security from increased environmental 
protections, but economic wellbeing and a healthy biosphere are not at odds. 
We are here to say decisively that our goals are one and the same: mutual 
respect and freedom for the people of the Earth. It is only when we unite that 
we can truly make a powerful impact.
We are certainly not the first to recognise this. Despite the contentions, 
unions have worked with environmental organizations in the past on many 
issues. One illustrative example is the united front of “Teamsters and Turtles” 
protesting together in 1999. The Teamsters were a group of labour activists 

A LONG HISTORY OF STRUGGLE              
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and union members from a variety of powerful unions; the Turtles, a group of 
Sierra Club environmental activists dressed as sea turtles. 
These two groups came together to protest the globalization and 
protectionist, nationalist practices of the WTO (World Trade Organization) 
that endanger both workers and the environment. There are many other 
coalitions that exemplify the common interests of labour and environment 
such as the Blue Green Alliance, labor4sustainability, and many legislative 
action groups composed of activists of all persuasions. Earth Strike crosses 
these boundaries by advocating both labour and environmental protections 
while focusing our organizing efforts on labourers in the industrial economy 
to show the incredible power of organized workers and workplaces. Through 
bringing people together in the form of a general strike we can fight for a world 
where every person has the right to live in a safe and secure environment in 
their workplaces, homes, and world as a whole.



18

The future is ever-changing, shaped 
by the actions of here and now. For 
Earth Strike and its proponents, the 
potential future is a world where 
humans can live in tandem with 
nature, rather than in a constant 
battle to conquer and exploit it. The 
barriers we have erected between 
humans and ecosystems shall fall 
away as people across all cultures 
build a beautiful coalition with 
the rest of life on Earth. Together, 
we will reverse the damage done 
by constant industrialization and 
ecological exploitation, by breaking 
down the hierarchies that exist 
between those that own capital 
and the means of life, and those who do not, those who have different 
pigmentations and identities, and the flora and fauna who lack their own 
voice. We envisage a truly sustainable future where we use the resources we 
can regenerate and reuse, and construct a new world society that is pleasant 
and safe, a new world that  supports and sustains all life for eons to come. 
This will happen through the organizing of the most powerful force in 
society, the working class, to take control of their labour and enact a general 
strike to save the planet. In solidarity with other action groups, we will all 
be fighting together for a sustainable future. The demands we have laid out 
at national, international and local levels pave the way, and serve as critical 
stepping stones to show those in power what we are looking for in a new 
world. A world where the Earth, her endless bounds and her creatures are 
allowed to exist as themselves, not solely as resources to be extracted and 
commodified.
We recognise that we alone cannot enact these demands, with a few days 
spent slowing the industrial economy down with demonstrations. The system 
is too deeply ingrained in our lives to make this change by September. What 
we plan to do is set a precedent for future organizing efforts to show the 
power of labourers working together, build strong foundations and coalitions, 
and serve as inspiration for movements soon to come. Join us to help us build 
this future and remind the people of the world of our desire for change and 
power to enact it.

A VISION FOR THE FUTURE              
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EARTH STRIKE INTERNATIONAL             
DEMANDS
•	 An immediate start on global co-operation to reverse the damage done 

to the Earth’s climate, through unambiguous and binding agreements, by 
both world leaders and corporate entities, following IPCC projections of 
halving carbon net emissions by 2030 and zero net emissions by 2050.

•	 International, unambiguous and binding commitments to halt the 
destruction of rainforests and other wildlife habitats.

•	 International, unambiguous and binding agreements designed to hold 
corporations accountable for the greenhouse gases they produce.

EARTH STRIKE UK DEMANDS            
We demand a just transition to a carbon-neutral society. By this we mean 
that we must rework our society so that we no longer systematically destroy 
our environment, and we must do this without leaving communities to suffer 
as a consequence. For a just transition to be achieved governments and 
employers must…
BE HONEST – a just transition must come from a position of honesty and 
knowledge. Governments and employers must admit the severity of the 
climate crisis.
CUT CARBON EMISSIONS – Current carbon neutrality targets are not 
enough. We must end fossil fuel use and we must achieve net-zero carbon 
emissions by 2030.
FREE THE UNIONS – Trade unions must be allowed to protect workers and 
hold the governments and employers accountable. This means revoking 
Draconian labour laws, such as the TULR(C)A and the Trade Union Act 2016.
EMPOWER COMMUNITIES – A just transition cannot be imposed from the 
top down; it must engage and be led by communities.
CARE FOR THE NATURAL WORLD – We must begin the repair the damage 
we have already done to the natural ecosystems on which we rely. This must 
be done in a way that respects community land rights and draws on their 
traditional knowledge and expertise as land stewards. 
What might a just transition in the UK actually look like? We discuss what 
changes may be necessary further in our ‘Great Green Charter’ which you 
can find on our website.
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