





























Legally recognise Indigenous Peoples’ right to Free Prior and Informed

Consent (FPIC) and the rights of local communities, peasants and other
people working in rural areas to active and free participation in
decisions that affect their lives, including a Right to Say No to mining in

the EU and along EU supply chains.

The rights to information and effective participation of communities and Peoples are
enshrined in international human rights law as well as other international agreements (e.g.
ICCPR, Article 25, and UNDROP, Article 10). Intemational law and UN Treaties also
particularly recognise Indigenous Peoples’ right to Free Prior and Informed Consent (FPIC)
(e.g. ILO Convention No. 169, Article 6 (1), CBD, Article 15, UNDRIP, Article 19.)

These instruments provide guidance on the design and implementation of meaningful
mechanisms, processes and protocols that enable Indigenous Peoples, local communities,
peasants and other peoples to effectively participate in decisions that may affect their lives,
taking into account existing power imbalances and, in the case of Indigenous Peoples, the
right to either give or withhold consent for projects affecting them.

Recognising Indigenous Peoples right to FPIC and developing new, legally binding
protocols for the effective participation of potentially affected non —indigenous
communities and Peoples which specifically recognises and protect their Right to Say No to
mining projects in the EU and throughout EU supply chains represents one important way to
address the current imbalance of power between mining companies, Member States and
communities.

Reduce EU resource consumption in line with
planetary boundaries and fair share consumption.

To consume within ecological limits, best available research says the EU must aim to reduce
its material footprint> by up to 70% (to approx. 4.4 tonnes per capita) from current levels>.
Within this overall legally-binding goal, sub-material and sub-sectoral targets must be set,
and detailed plans are required to show how the targets will be achieved. Indicators and tar-
gets on land and water footprints must also be fully developed to give a comprehensive pic-
ture of total resource use. In practice, reducing absolute resource use means implementing
socially and ecologically just degrowth strategies in Europe™’. For example, policies reducing
reliance on car travel and the number of cars on the road, while making high quality public

transport accessible to all and promoting active commuting (cycling and walking).

11









Prioritise and strengthen ‘circular economy’
policies.

Despite circular economy practices like redesign, reuse and recycling alone having limitec

potential for turning the tide on the predicted massive increases in metal and minera

demand under business-as-usual, it is vital these measures are put in place as part of overal

consumption and demand reduction policies.

Urgent measures include strict mandatory product design rules on minimum lifetime require-
ments, durability and repairability; phase-out of single-use products when reusable alterna-
tives exist; prohibition of destruction of unsold or returned goods; enabling sharing of servic-
es and infrastructure; minimum secondary metal content targets in products; removing pro-
prietary barriers to reuse, repair and refurbishing; innovation and investment in urban
mining. Such requirements must be applied and adapted to all sectors, including the military
and aerospace sectors, which are often exempt from EU laws but are responsible for massive

environmental and social impacts® |In addition, the monitoring of the international transport

of e-waste needs to improve, and illegal dumping between Member States and to the
Global South eradicated.

While policies should clearly focus on drastically reducing Europe’s private vehicle fleet, the

proposed EU Batteries Regulation® must be strengthened by requiring stringent eco-design

standards to ensure good performance and durability as well as recycled content, non-de-
structive removability, disassembly, reparability, interoperability and reusability, i.e., enabling
the possibility of reuse after first life of every electric vehicle battery; mandating a deposit
return system for all portable batteries in order to increase collection targets for batteries,

and introducing a ban or mandatory levies for single-use batteries®>.
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Remedy mining waste liabilities.

The threats of new mining projects are exacerbated by the large number of abandoned
mining projects in Europe that have not been properly restored and continue to contami-
nate and harm communities and their environment. These old mining sites must therefore

be cleaned up.

Specific ‘low maximum’ amounts need to be set up for the concentrations of sulphur and
heavy metals permitted in the waste facilities in order to, on the one hand, promote the re-
covery of valuable metals from the extractive waste towards the circular economy, and on
the other hand to avoid future acid mine drainage and pollution by heavy metals. Compa-
nies must apply the best available technologies to their fresh tailings being generated today

so that they are persuaded to clean up their tailings before the operations close.

The European Commission needs to impjement an European standardised mechanism and
shared database to account for mining and metallurgical waste facilities and to register the
content concentrations in a publicly shared database. This would make citizens aware of the
nature of hazards, and research institutions can have the real data to develop better recov-
ery technologies to clean up and remove the existing tailings. Other forms of waste disposal
such as submarine and deep-sea mine tailing placements are practices that the EU should

not allow.
In this, light, the European Commission must urgently implement the European Parliament’s

demands from its resolution on the implementation of the Mining Waste Directive®,

which contains many of the recommendations above.
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